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Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no 
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent in 
a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same 
effect as a regular national patent application In each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the 
fiiing of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an 
international patent' and does not ellminale the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees In 
countries where patent protection is desired. 

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent In a particular country must make an 
application for patent in that country In accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ 
In various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from 
specific foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO 
must issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S, patent 
appllcatton serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further 
Information and guidance as to the status of applicants license for fbreign filing. 

Applteants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, ^'General Infonratlon Concerning Patents" (specifically, the 
section entitled 'Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or It 
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http:/ywww.uspto.gov/web/offices/pdc/doc/generairindex.html. 

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may 
wish to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commence 
initiative, this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual 
property in specific countries such as China. Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement 
issues, applicants may call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4168). 
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The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth In 37 CFR 6.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date Indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted 
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the ef^ive date thereof 
unless it Is revoked. This license is automatically transfenred to any related appficatrons(s) filed under 37 CFR 
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I acknowtetsge the duty to disclose information vi/hich i& material to patentabifity as defined in 37 CFR 1.5Q. including for OTnljnuaticm in-part- 
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□ 
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WP 21731 US Express Mail: ED 826281693 US 

-I- 

INTEGRATED TEST ELEMENT 
CROSS-REFEFENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present application claims priority to FCT Application No. 

PCT/EP2004/005924 filed June 2, 2004 and Gernian Patent Application No. J03 25 
699.7, filed June 6, 2003, 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] The inveritfon relates to the field of integrated test elements which 

have a lancing instrument which can be firstly used to make a wound in a skin 
opening in order to collect a sample, such as for example, blood. The blood flowing 
out is subsequently taken up by the test element in the process of which it comes 
into contact with a reagent contained in the test element resulting in an optically 
detectable change in a test 6eld. The change in the test field is detected by an 
analytical unit which enables the determination of an analyte present in the blood, 

BACKGROUND 

[0O03] In the medical field blood comes primarily Into consideration as a 

sample. Tn the following reference is made to blood analysis as an example without 
limiting the generality. 

[0004] A particularly important field of application m blood analysis is 

monitoring the blood sugar level of diabetics which is frequently used especially m 
the analytical field of blood sugar self-monitoring (home monitoring). 
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